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themselves to such exciting areas as the role of 
circulating autoantibodies in both pemphigoid and 
pemphigus and ofIgE in atopic eczematous derma· 
titis, the precise nature of the relation between the 
cutaneous and systemic forms of lupus ery· 
thematosus, and the influence of diet on the 
cutaneous component in dermatitis herpetiform is. 
On the other hand, concepts that must be inter· 
preted with caution include the aforementioned 
improvement in the cutaneous component of der-
matitis herpetiform is in patients on long-term 
gluten restriction, a fascinating observation that 
must be confirmed by other investigators. The 
described contribution of the complement system 
in the production of the skin lesions of dermatitis 
herpetiformis is misleading inasmuch as the depo-
sition of C3 without C1q is not firm evidence of 
activation of the alternative pathway; however, the 
unmentioned work of Provost and Tomasi showing 
deposition of properdin, factor B, and C3 without 
C1q or C4 suggests that this indeed may be one 
mechanism involved. Perhaps not everyone would 
agree that the term lymphocyte-mediated vasculi-
tis is appropriate for such entities as contact 
eczematous dermatitis and leprosy. 
Regrettably, the clinicopathologic studies on the 
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three forms of melanoma by Mihm et al are not 
mentioned in the discussion of malignant mela-
noma inasmuch as there may be unrecognized 
differences in immunologic events in these three 
forms. Finally, the immunofluorescence tech-
niques discussed in detail by Sams in the first 
chapter are needlessly repeated in later chapters 
albeit in an abbreviated form. 
This volume clearly embraces both dermatology 
and related immunological aspects with a consid-
eration of fundamental mechanisms to achieve an 
integrated work that is requisite reading for clini-
cian, investigator, and house officer. Although this 
book primarily is intended for the dermatologist, 
all individuals concerned with the interface of 
immunology and dermatology should be interested 
in it. 
~icholas A. Soter, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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